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OONFIDERTIAL
¥o. 111/0. The Agency, Bahrain.

13/7/88.
The Hon'blo tho Political Residont in the Pornian Gujlfr,

Bushiroe.

Bahrain Affairs.
In reply to your telogram No. 1218, I bheg to report as
follows:

A8 alroudy reported the Sheik of the Dowasir together
with one Ahmed al Lahe] the headmen of another emall Sunni
tribe und u notorious intriguer, sometime ago vinited Ibn
Saud. It is of.:course not possible to he certuin of what
took pluco, but Shelk Hamad bin Easa told me in oconfidence
what he had leurnt, and I alco heard f'rom another well
inf'ormed source. It would appoar that Bin Sawl offered
to aosict thom to recict any offorts of tho Bahrain Rulers
to tux thom, or to hring them urnlor their effoctive control
Ho iu ould to have promicod tho alternutivos - (1) To use
his influonco to cupport them shoul:d they reoist the
Ruleru, or If they proferrod (2) provide thom with a
cuitadble labitut in orvler thut they oould threaten to
leuve Bahruin, und in fact, do no if necemsary.

The pouition as regardes this tribe im as follows:-
Though noninally ucknowledging the overlordship of Sheik
Easn, they have aulways in thtfplc declined to recommise Rxw
Sheik Huamud usthie dofinite successor. It 1e believed that:
they entertulned sowe hopes of getting ocontrol of the
islunde irto their own hands, in the futurc. Bin Saua
Wuy bo not unawure of theue desigms. Some years ago they
used to puy & swmull diving tex in & commuted form. BRven
then, thoy resisted direct taxatlon. FPor several years
thoy havo ceused even thene payments, anl the Ruler is
afraid to insist on thea.

In the past the Ruler has relied on the Dowasir and

other Swnni tribes to enable him to overawe the 8hiah



OONFIDENTIAL
¥o. 111/0. The Agency, Bahrain.

13/7/28.
The Hon'blo tho Political Residont in the Pornian oulf,

Buehiroe.

Bahrein Affairs.
In reply to your telopgram No. 1218, I heg to report ae
follows:

A8 alroady reported the Bheik of the Dowasir topether
with one Ahmed al Lahe] the headmen of another emall Sunni
tribe und u notorious intriguer, sometime apo vinited Ibn
Saud. It lu of.:.course not poseihle to he certuin of what
took pluco, hut GSheik Hamad bin Easa told me in oconfidence
what he hud leurnt, and I aleo heard f'rom another well
informed sourde. It would appoar that Bin Saud offered
to aosict them to recist any offorte of tho Bahrain Rulers
to tux thom, or to hring them unlor their effoctive control
Ho iu ould to have promicod tho alternutivos - (1) To use
hia influenco to cupport them shoul:dl they reoist the
Hulerw, or 1If they proferrod (2) provide thom with a
cuitable lumbitat in orler thut they oould threaten to
leuve Bahruin, und in fact, do no if necemsary.

Tho poulition as regards this tribe im as follows:-
Though noninally sucknowledging the overlordship of Sheik
Easn, they have ulways in t.h#pst. declined to recomise Sk
Sheik Huaud usihis dofinite successor. It 1s believed that:
they entertuined sowe hopes of getting oontrol of the
islande irto tneir own hando, in the future. Bin Saw
muy bo not unawure of theve designs. Sone years ago they
used to puy & swmall diving tex in & commuted Torme. Rven
then, thoy resisted direct taxatlon. For several years
thoy huvo ceusod even thene payments, anl the Ruler is
ufraid to insist on thenm,

In the past the Ruler has relied on the Dowanir and
other Sunni tribes to enable him to overawe the Shiah
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on one oocasion which wae reportel to you and to the
High Commissioner for Iraq, they attempted to approach me,
but were discouraged ac we had no desire to interfere
in the affairs of tho Sultan of Najd. Also 1t 1s '
becoming inoreasingly apparent that Bin Saud 1s Anxiqus te
have & hand in Buhraln affuire. The same attitude has,
I believed been noticed by the Political Agent, Fuwalt
in regard to that place. Itwwould thereforo be in his
intervsts if the inefficient udnminintration of Bahradvn
continues, enabling him to make secret alliarces with
independont factlons nuch as the Dowasir. Reforme,
entailing equituble taxation means support to the Bahrain
Govornment to enable them to control equally the Sunni and
shiah tribes. Tho Downoir have beon settled so long in
Ba. in that they aro recognisod as Bahrain subjects.
(n thoir rolations with tho Sholka they do not anjoy the
good oft'ices of ths Aponcy, ae in thu ouse with all
recognised subjocts of Bin Suud. Since t.ho.y are however
virtually lndependent they huvo no nsad for such assistance
The Kulers of Buhrain havo racently aloptedl a some-
whut mors Jjust attitude t.ovurdn. the thiahs, prohahbly ao
& result of the warning givon bty Govarnmwent, hut quite
recontly thoy appoar tc he testing their powor amain in
thio reupect, und as in accordance withf the inatruotions
of Governmont I have ocrupulously avoided intarference,
they are inclinod to gein confidynco. The Bahrainis on
the othor hand are dividod, and nsomo of the leaders are
discouragod at huving obtained no support from H.H.G.
as u result of appoals, whereas others advocate open rehel-
lion should oppression again increasec and are reported to
huve imported arus. ’
The sunni tribes ure ualmost all pearling Nakhulas.
Grout oppression exists in the pearl diving, avi the
majority of the oppressed are Shiahe and undsr British



British protection, being foreign Arabs or Persians. The
Sunni tribes resent o1l roforms, leat a small begiming
should lead to reforms also in ths diving.

I would point out that whereas reforms introduced Ty
the sheiks, might be a good thing even if imperfeotly
deviced und inofficiently carried out, it will he (litfrmiann
aptter if they are introduced undir presasuro from H. M. Govtre
In that event overy possible flaw will he Alscoversd and
exploitad. DBofors embarking on such a policy I would
thorofore respectfully suggest that I may be plven
sufficiont timo Gto male & moro careful study of the
prevont stuto of tazation and the naturs anl effect of
improvoments which could be effsctod part loularly t“ose
originully sugpestond by the Sheika. It would place us
in o most invidious position to insist on reforms 1f
in practice they did not adequataly ramove cause for
grlevance.

Apart from the question of taxatlon 1s the more
crying nood for wsoue nystoem which will enoure Justice
uy betweon Sunnig and Shb@hn. for this ia the mrievance
which is wost likely %o react on opinion in nelghhouring
Shyih countries.

Yio ars .XE.E in the poarling season and any enquiriss now
mad3, howovur clroumspect will arouse the poruatest
suspicion auong the Sunni poarlers. I believe that after
tho clese of the avason u full atuly of thess matters could
W muade without osusing & stir. Also, as already
roportad I am just finishing negotiations which it 1a
hoped will rooult in a reconciliation hotween Shei¥k
Abdulls and Hamad. It would be advisahle do test
abdulla's attitude for soms little time. Xf he proves
that helis gonuinely prepared to as'siet Hawad the intro-
duction of reforms would he to some extent simplified.

Otherwise, regrottable thoggh it will be, we shall he
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be oompelled first to deal with him, for he would jJoin
forces with the Sunni tribes againet Bamad to oppose
reforms and discocord emong the ruling family woull apain
result und render effective oontrol hy them an impossi-
bility.

This report has been written in mreat haste in order
to catch the rail, and I beg that its involved nature
wgy bo overlooked. I trust that all eosentiel points

are however dealt with.

s4/- 0.K.Daly, Major, I.A.
Political agont, Bahrain.
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Dated Simla, 23rd May, 1923,

Received 23rd May, 1923, 8 a.m.
XX
et

673-3. Your B-6, His Majesty's Government's
orders,already communicated to You,appear to give you

all the latitude you require in the last resort, But
Government of India egree with you ot merely that
prosent junoture is ‘oxcoptionally opportune for initiation
of reforms, but that Sheikh'e retirement, should this be
necessary; should appear to be entirely voluntary,

If poseivle, therefore, Isa nhould be left all the honours
and dignities of his position, end any public announcoment,
that old age has forced him to relinquich all active

work to hie heir apparent should 1ssue under hig
signature,

'1
¢ 1aia-

Mdrensed Knox, Bahrein, repeated to Bushire,
Socrotary of State and Teheran,
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Sunm Tekf Department. 4 2

Exvenditure on this departnent
during 1351 ----—- 400/-.

This department, thongh its staff are paid by the
government, is not under the direct supervision of the
government and notaing is known of its activities.

The ebalence sheet of the department is as follows.-

Balance from 1350 -—- ks 1,371/-
Outstanding debts at end of
year %._ ------ 10,567/-.

Revem,e 1351 e
from shogs & amaras 11 gZ'?

1
———c--- 22,918/-
Expenditure 1351
mams, Mueddins,
& teachers ete. 18,815
.epa:.rs to shops 1,650
gardens 652
------- 20,117/-
Balance in hand end of 1351 2,754/~
Outstanding debts * 11,385/-
The annual report of the department shows that 666
date trees were planted and about 6 shovs were built

or rebuilt and 15 shops were repaired.
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Shia Wakfs.

ks
Revenue 1350 - 18,330/~ 1351 - ks 20,220/
Expenditure "  17,735/- " 20,993/-

Outstending debts due to denartmenten? of 1351,
eprroximately ks 10,000/-

- S

The elections for the new majlis which began et the
end of 1350 were completed eerly in 1351 and the new
Hajlis held its first meeting efter Luherem. Ais uswal
the department was embarassed by the incessent guarrels
among the various antagonistic factions of the Shias.

Towards the end of the yeer a Katifi mullah of Bahrani
‘crigi.n organised 2 mublic ettecl on the Welf derartment end
produced a ﬁ:mbér of public petitions, of doubtful authen-
ticity, asking that the majlis should be dismissed and
that the government itself should deal with all Shia wekfs.
The agitation was undoubtecly.encouraged by one of the Shia
Kadis, Shaikh ili bin Hasssn, partly under the misguided
impression that such a request would be pleasing to tae
governnent. Liany of the genuine signetories to the peti-
tions were persons who were in debt to the derartment and
who probably believed that by upsetting the mejlis taey
'duld escape their liabilities. i proclametion was
issued by the government stating that no chenre in the
edministretion would be considered until sll the cutstanding
rents had been recoverei. It was hoped that as all the
menbers were elected by the public tnemselves such inei-
dents s this wouid not have ocurred but tue Buierna, us
they ednit themselves, have such e love,intrigue thet it
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Shia Wekfs. 44

During the year fifteeq. wakfs were discovered
which had not been regisféred in the depertment and
these are now being edministered by the majlis.

ibout 30 mosgues were repaired and vork was
done in 68 gardens and over 1700 young date trees
were purchased and planted in wakf property. Several
small gardens were rurchased in order to consolidate
wakf property and two pieces of ground were sold at
a very advantageous prices and the proceeds were used
to buy e more productive garden then the ones sold.

Tue wors of registering the titles of all
wakf property ig very slow and whemever an oppor-
tunity occurs the Sunni ncighbours to the Shiwe JWekfs
endeavour to prove a counterclaim.
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Receipta.

Balanoe from year 1354 :
Reserve Ps 2,00,000,

Cash A .\m 202.11. 2

Receipts during 1355 ..

u:!ﬂnuon ?a&*mmutﬂ n!!&?&.-»onuoun

Kxpenditure.

————————

- Expenditure during year 1355. ™ 14,43,02¢. 9. 5
Balanoe at end of year :=

L]
{
il leeee 6,75,202,11. 2 ! iteserve N 4,00, 000, =0 =
H Cash #.3 665. 6. 4
.o 16,47,487. 4. 7 Vo e - 8,79,665. 6. 4
e mmm———————— F e
]
25,22,689.15. 9 H 253,0¢,683,15. ¢
sulunce oxpluined ;-
JEBETVE oo oo se  ee 4,00,000, =+ =
luprests .. ._ 600, =o =
c-—.. in ..onwoww.wuf.& “pund " 3 ou.h—» Hm.
" Lloyd's Bk,Bombay '50, 055.12.10
noon sastern ww Bonbey .w.o?w.uu. 5
~on ' London 61,088, 3. 9
oo " " Beghded 8, ,762. e I

===tz r.l.uun'nnuuun
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Achroin of tho onc part, hereinefter
enlled “the Ghelin®, end the Reetern end
Oeneral Syndicate Linited of the other
part, hereinafter oelled °tac ccmpeny® o

Article I, The Shetkh grents to
the Conpeny by these presents an exclusive
exvloratien \icence for o poriod mot
oxesading two yoare, exoept ao provided
for in Article II, fron the doto of this
Agreenent sierebly the Cozpeny chall de
entitled throughout the <iole of the
territories under hie control to ezplore
end search tho surface of ouch territories
to a depth not oxcoeding 20 feet for
notural gew, petroleus, assphalto mnd
ozckerite, and to enjoy the privileges
set out in the firet schedule to this
Agreanent ; and ho undertakes on beholf
of hinself and hie suoccestors to grent to
the Conpany the further exelusive lieences
and grivilegec ctot forth delew .

Articie 1. The expleratien
liconce referred to in the preceding
article nay do sxtended for o further
poridd of tso yeare on the Compeny's
eshosing 19 tao satiefaction of the Sheikh,
actin® on the advice of tio Politicel
Nesident in tho Porelen Qulf, thet such
eaxteneion u',)u-unu .

S
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[
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_Budget for Bahrain State Year IBY,

Llomc of lneuln) (lou-st.ﬁ sum h\np«._
ipts inc.
! )mpcrvhlon fees-sale of forns-
weigat certificates-enendment fees-
certificate fees-Ehanchi- Eamali(net
nulyn)-pnr fees(including
“uniel, pngy ees)-Royalty from
Lending Coy.= .ccee

(2).Judicial Receipts.
(3). Motor taxes..

{4).Pearling Licenses................ ses s e aeess: «+.70,000,
(5). Boat Registration fees............ cecscscscscesese2,500,
(6). Contridutions by mupuuu towards

upk.ep of Police Force...... .36,000.

(7). Rents of Govermmamt Iands.
(8) Quarantine receipts .cc..eoce....
(9) Budget surplus from IB42....cccccccccccccccccces 370,000

TRATD TOTAL. 15,2300

E X P B E D I T U R E(Comtd).
Brought forward..........12,21,199

TARINE STORcS, Upkeep saluting battery-
Upkeep Office furnitare- Liveries-
Printing-Telegrans-Eired Trans -
Prisoners clothing & dless-Jail"
contingencies.

(Other office contiagencies included
under expenditure of Dopt.coutnud) o

().

{3) Provision for cost of Survey & land
settlement.cecccccccae eessvsses secscecrsscesccsscccne 20,000,

R) Provision for compensation in certain land
disputes due to plots of building land having
been sold twice over ty Shaik Easa in recent

TORTBecccecccccsccscosccssssssssaccsssvcscssscone .eee25,000,

(S) Estinated surplus to be devoted firstly to

conpletion of #ater Supply schene and secondly

to Mananeh Blectric Fover scheme. ...ccoecceceeeecs..3,46,310,

1. qhes

,6v.cc0

Grand Total........... veeee _____15,23,000
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BANRALN, t1:s 14th February 191/.
To,
(halkh 'Isa hin ALl Al Khalifah,c.t.1.
Chiel of Dahrain.

DAWNRAIL &,

After Complinentn,
As 1 promiesd when !

introduced Mr.¥aonhail to Your Froel)en- y

.:.GAA-,

his buainess of =hioh wo apoke in our -

I arite to inform you a“wut

vearsation.

A® Tour Fxcellency ic asare there fe no
Bank 1n Bahrain and in nonee gianceo tha
tradore and pearl me:otante find 1t a1ff1ey
Lo rond money to i1dim no ne Lo pay for the
Kooda they wieh tc irport.and to carry cut
other finaneial Lransaotlons for whieh fiak
offer apecial facliitise. The “Fagpern han
& woll known and ‘rustsorthy mritish fire,
of which UreMacphatl is theRepresentativa,
N denirous of op.wning a hranch of thetir
business in Bahrain, They have recaive! i
permianion of the Algh vovermment to aok
Your Facellency's ApProval to thelr etartl:n
tne aforeeald branch of thelr business in
Bahrain,and 1 hope that in view of the ~len
Ltarse aid facilities to the trade of your
dominiomtsiich »iil Le galned by the antan)
mont of & Mank,Your rxcellshoy will approv.
of their propoanl.

THAL Ln whnt 1ad Lo DA aalA mew waw b
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SUMMARY

he thesis is: “Bahrain During 1919- 1939: A Study of
the Political, Cultural , Social and Economic Conditions” It is
a detailed historical background of the Kingdom of Bahrain
during that period and also covers various aspects as the
following: Political Situation hat explores the influence of the
British presence over the internal circumstances, It also refers
to the local political movements and discusses the reforms
that introduced by the Government to helped transform the
feudal regime to a more centralized one based upon organized
administrative and financial systems.In regard to the educational
and Cultural aspect, the Thesis records the development of
education in Bahrain from the “Katateebs”, (primitive classes)
to the emergence of the proper private and education systems
applied by government, in addition to main reforms and
modernization measures in this field. It also discusses the
resurgence of the cultural movement embodied by theatre,
cultural clubs and newspapers and. It also provides biography of
the major scholars who enriched that period. With regard to the
Social aspect, the thesis discusses the structure of the population
formation and how it influences the political and cultural
development of the country, It also the influx of foreigners and
deep impact upon other aspect of life. TheEconomic Conditions
covers two stages; the first stage depicts a general image of
the economic activities of the individuals before the discovery
of oil Wile second stage deals with the discovery of oil. The
study obtained historic information from reliable references,
mainly: local and British documents, Arab sources and reference



in addition to local and Arab newspapers, this methodology
is based on analysis and correlating of events to scientifically
arrive at certain facts that, nevertheless, may need to be verified
or confirmed to ascertain their validity. This research came
up with a number of conclusions, mainly as follows: Political
openness plays an important role in facilitating the research of
historic and past events because it relieves the researcher of all
constraints and pressure that otherwise he will be subjected to.
From our study we also found that the available local historical
studies are not adequate because they lack depth and scientific
analysis which is based on correlating of events and proper
deduction of conclusions and not on spontaneous feelings and
political preferences
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